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a union between himself and a statesman who was the least hostile of the Whigs to their opponents ; and then Harley, had health permitted, might have had some years of tranquil power. Instead, not only did he find himself permanently excluded from office, but he became, as Boling-broke said with bitter truth, "the object of the derision of the Whigs and of the indignation of the Tories." He tried, in an age of extreme political passions, to be tolerant and moderate, but his good intentions involved him in intrigues and political manoeuvres, on which it has been his misfortune that history has dwelt to the exclusion of any appreciation of the sterling qualities which he certainly possessed, and of the difficulties of a career which was a perpetual dilemma; for he had not attained the capacity of the modern statesman, to deny some principles in order to obtain the effectuating of others. As has been well said of an incomparably greater man, " Nature had endowed him with a power of keeping his own counsel, that was sometimes to pass for dissimulation." This capacity, as well as his moderation, made men throughout his life doubtful of his good faith. His policy in the last years of office seemed to his contemporaries a confirmation of all the suspicions which had gathered round his career, and so gave him a reputation with posterity more evil than was deserved.